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Mission started! Team returns from first trip to NJ 
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Story begins on page 2 

Celebrating 1 year of              
getting lives back! 

Please remember the Habitat Home build is 
coming up soon.  

Work begins on August 19th and volunteer 
opportunities are available four days a week.  

For more information or to sign up as a volunteer 

visit www.1stchurchevents.org or call 982-1273. 



     More than two years ago many of 
you probably found yourself watching 
“The Weather Channel” and the 
continuing coverage of a storm named 
“Sandy.”  As the winds and waves 
crushed homes all along the New 
Jersey coast, UMCOR and many 
agencies were responding to what 
would become one of the biggest relief 
efforts in that state’s history.  Through 
programs like UMCOR, the people of 
1

st
 UMC were able to quickly find ways 

to help the victims of the storm, but this 
past week those hands and feet of 
Christ traveled to the Jersey Shore, 
where the love of Christ transformed 
lives in many different ways. 
      Early on the morning of July 6

th
 the 

New Jersey mission team
(#njmission2014) gathered at the 
church to board the bus.  This 
happened to be the first morning for the 
new ministers. Catherine came out and 
prayed with the eight team members 
riding on the bus (the other four had left 
a few days before).   From there the 
journey to this “new” mission field was 
underway. 
      The people of Somers Point UMC  
hosted the team.  The church 
parsonage was not being used and so 
it became a home away from home for 
the group during this mission  week.   
The worksite was in Wildwood, NJ, a 
small resort town on the Jersey Shore 
about 30 minutes down the Garden 
State Parkway. Having the distance 
between the two gave the team a 
chance to see a great deal of this 
scenic seaside area.   
     The first day of work began with a 
meeting at Seaville UMC about 
“halfway there” (a Bon Jovi song 
reference that would come up many 
times in the following days). Large 
green shutters lined the tall windows of 
the colonial style church.  A large 
circular stained glass window sat 
above the front doors.  Just to the side 
of the church was a large pond filled 
with lilies.  A small bridge over the 

water arched over the water leading to 
a simple gazebo, a perfect setting for 
the team’s first group picture (now 
posted on Facebook). 
      Inside the gym of the church, other 
work teams were gathered to get a 
better idea of what everyone would be 
doing the next few days.  All the teams 
were here as part of “A future with 
hope,” a recovery program started by 
the Greater New Jersey Conference of 
the United Methodist Church.  The goal 
is to repair or rebuild more than 500 
homes.  Leaders explained that         
22-thousand people are still out of their 
homes as the 
result of 
Superstorm 
Sandy. Recovery 
and rebuilding is 
expected to take 
several years.  
Much of the 
destruction is 
“hidden” from the 
thousands of 
people 
vacationing in the 
area. The  road to 
recovery is 
almost too big of one to travel without 
outside help.  Federal money is 
available to many in the region, but 
continues to be caught up in red tape.  
It was the team’s job to give folks on 
that road to recovery a bit of a boost. 
      When the team arrived in 
Wildwood, a town of about 5500 
people, they were taken to the home of 
“Teresa,” an 86-year old woman who 
lived in her home without electricity, 
water or sewer for nearly two years 
before it simply became too much for 
her to bear.  Many people encouraged 
her to seek out help from “A future with 
hope.” 
      A bright yellow “Future with hope” 
sign is attached to this small wooden 
house painted white with a light green 
trim. A small wooden deck had been 
built onto the back and the yard was 

still somewhat overgrown with ivy, 
roots and weeds when the Maryville 
team arrived.    
     The team’s “to do” list included 
drywall, mudding and sanding, but the 
team also decided to tackle the yard, 
even buying gerbera daisies and some 
ornamental grass to put around the 
front porch. 
     No one  on the team had met 
Teresa until the second day on the 
worksite, but several neighbors and city 
workers next door had all known a little 
bit about her and her situation.  In 
many cases, people appeared puzzled 
that a group from Tennessee                       

(or anywhere else) would actually pay 
for the experience of coming to NJ and 
helping rebuild this home.  At those 
points the term “witness” became much 
clearer. 
     Teresa and one of her case workers 
came by the house on Tuesday.  She 
got a “tour” of her home and yard, 
smiling the whole time.  The case 
worker said Teresa had never smiled 
like that when she came to visit.  She 
sat on the porch getting to know many 
people on the team, repeatedly telling 
everyone how thankful she was for the 
recovery assistance.   
     While she thought of the team as a 
blessing, what she probably didn’t 
realize is that SHE was the blessing for 
the team members.  God had brought 
everyone together to learn from each 
other and share the spirit of God’s love 
for all of us.   (cont. on page 3) 

Work in the Wildwoods 

The Church Bell - 1st United Methodist Church 

The Church Bell is published on Mondays at least twice a month. If you have a story that you would like to 
have told in the “Bell” or have an event you need help promoting, please contact Clayton Hensley (Director of 
Communications) at chensley@fumc-maryville.org or call 982-1273. Deadlines for submissions to the 
newsletter are on the Friday before publication on Monday.  

You can sign up to receive your “Church Bell” in a digital edition which often includes interactive links and 
“extra” pages.  To receive the digital edition please visit www.1stchurch.org and look for the “Church Bell” tab 
under “Happening at 1st.” 

A few members of the NJ Mission team standing with the 
owner of the home they were working on last week.  

http://www.afuturewithhope.org
http://www.afuturewithhope.org
mailto:chensley@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/happening-at-1st/the-church-bell


THE CHURCH BELL                                                Page 3 

The Bayou mission team returned to New Orleans on June 20th.  Nine left from Maryville, hooking up with David 
Large and three of his friends from Georgia Southern University along the way.  By the team’s count this was the 
14th trip with a team that has so far included close to 200 different persons. 
Work continued on Stephanie’s home and after three years of work 
is now nearing completion.  The team spent time priming and 
painting the walls and exterior doors, installed kitchen cabinets and 
gave everything a good thorough cleaning.  There was also a 
church picnic on Sunday afternoon which just so happened was 
scheduled around the 1st UMC team’s visit.  
 
The core members of the team feel called to do this type of service 
and with the leadership of Doug Jenkins has had much success.  
Over the years the team has seen not only First Grace Church, but 
also the city of New Orleans make a strong comeback in the last 
eight years.  From a congregation of around 60 people in 2006 
when First United merged with Grace Methodist, First Grace has 
become a highly diverse congregation of several hundred.  The big 
empty building that the Maryville team first saw in 2007 is now 
teeming with all kinds of activities including a medical clinic, law 
offices, day care, English classes and a women’s shelter. 
 
At least one more trip is expected in October.  Thanks to all of you 
have been involved not only with your participation, but also with 
your gifts and prayers.  

Back from the Bayou 1st News 

This Sunday, July 20th, Mandela Wani 
brings you his stories of life in South 
Sudan and how your support of 
mission work there is transforming 
lives.  Mandela will be returning home 
to South Sudan later this month, so 
this will be one of your last chances to 
hear his inspirational stories before he 
leaves. 
 

 He was one of the speakers at this year’s missions 
celebration at Holston Annual Conference.  Mandela will 
be speaking in Wesley Hall during the Sunday School 
hour at 9:15 am.  Everyone is invited to come and BE 
INSPIRED! 

Be inspired! 

Pictured L to R 
(back row) Doug Hardwick, Roderick Blevins, Doug 

Jenkins, David Large, Stephanie Martin, Don Moore, 
Wayne Anglim, Ruth Moore, Matt Elfstrom 

 
(front row) Jeffery Corley, Sitovea Williams, Allison 

Crandall, Brendon Sullivan 
 

*Allison Crandall was also a member of the NJ Mission 
team which left a couple of weeks  after the Bayou trip. 

A sweet welcome  

The new pastoral team 
has now had a couple 
of weeks to settle into 
a routine.  On the 
team’s first Sunday 
there was an ice 
cream social following 
the 10:30 worship 
services.  It was a 
good way to meet 
Catherine, Parker, 
Sarah and their 
families.    

      The team would not see Teresa again on this trip, but Paul, 
one of the project coordinators, had said she really wanted a 
chance to see the team again, something she had not 
requested of other groups.  The meeting didn’t happen 
physically, but the Holy Spirit would definitely work to keep 
everyone tied to this time and place. 
      Twelve people went on the mission trip to New Jersey 
(Suzanne Stratton, Kathryn King, Randy and Barbara Rogers, 
Evan Jones, Cindy North, Aiden Flynn, Clayton Hensley, Kristy 

Crandall, Allison Crandall, Steven Bailey and Suzanne Rhoden.  
In addition to the work the team did in New Jersey, the team 
also donated $220 to “A future with hope.” 
 
In the next edition of the The Church Bell you will hear more 
from each of the team members about the experience and how 
their lives were transformed in the process. 
 
Get a better taste of this mission trip through pictures and more 
on facebook, twitter, and www.1stchurch.org . 

Work in the Wildwoods (cont. from pg. 2) 

What does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God?  Micah 6:8 

http://www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc
http://www.twitter.com/1stmaryville
http://www.1stchurch.org


Attention Young Adults! As the church continues 
through this transition period, the Young Adults group is 
looking to make a few changes moving forward. A new 
lesson series is set to begin on August 3rd in the Sunday 
School class which meets at 9:15 am in room 118.  The 
group is also working on a new name for the class and 
group as well as a kickoff activity to tie it all together, so 
stay tuned for more details here in The Church Bell, on 
Facebook and online at www.1stchurch.org! 

 
 
 

Recovery Program 
In Honor or Memory Of Given B y 
Dane McCoy   Al & Jackie North 
Dane McCoy   Tommy & Virginia Royce 
Dane McCoy   Richard & Mavis Ziegler 
Dane McCoy   Boyd & Peggy Winck 
Dane McCoy   Leslie Rader 
 

Habitat Build 
In Honor or Memory Of  Given By 
Bill Mueller   William & Anita Robinson 
Rosa & F. B. Ladd  Larry &Lynn Ladd 
 

Bayou Mission Trip 
In Honor or Memory Of  Given By 
Bill Mueller   Claudia Parker 
 

Memorial Fund 
In Honor or Memory of  Given By 
Hyder Patterson  Garst SS Class 
 

Welcome Table 
In Honor or Memory of  Given By 
Mary Lee Coleman  Blanche Badgett 
 

Chancel Choir 
In Honor or Memory of  Given By 
Pam Ferst   Charles Ferst 

Memorials and HonorariumsMemorials and HonorariumsMemorials and Honorariums   

Volunteers needed 
The Welcome Table ministry 
continues to grow.  In fact 
there might soon be a need to 
set even more tables as more 
and more people are coming 

to eat.  In an effort to keep this ministry moving forward 
there is a renewed need for people like you to help with 
set-up, cleanup, cooking, and serving.  Jama Mandrell is 
the new volunteer coordinator.  
 
 If you are interested in helping this  vital ministry contact 
her at nursejama@att.net or you can call the office at 
982-1273.  

Donations wanted 
The Community Food 
Connection is grateful 
for the continued 
support from the people 
of 1st UMC.   
 
Please help us feed those less fortunate in Blount County 
with the donation of food staples.  Items can be placed in 
the grocery cart in the upstairs hallway near the elevator.  

 
  Here are some of the most needed items: 

Peanut Butter 
Cereal 

Canned green beans, peas or corn 
Canned pasta meals 
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MUSIC MINISTRY START-UP DATES  
for July/August 2014 

 
 

Adults: 
Morning Glory Chorus      Continuous – Sundays 7:35 am 
Chancel Choir                  Wednesday, July 23 – 7:30 pm                                                          
Evensong Handbells      Sunday, Aug. 17 – 5:15 pm 
Asagao Handbells      Thursday, Aug. 28 – 10:15 am 
 
Youth: 
Youth Handbells (7th-12th) Sunday, Aug. 10 – 4:30 pm 
Celebration Singers (7th – 12th) Sunday, Aug. 10– 5:10 pm 
 
Children: 
Primary Praise Singers (K-1st) Monday, Aug.11 – 3:30 pm 
Merrymakers (2nd/3rd) Monday, Aug.11 – 3:30 pm 
Joy Singers (4th-6th)  Monday, Aug.11 – 3:30 pm 
 

The NJ mission team posing in front of Lucy 
the elephant in Margate, NJ. 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-ministries/young-adults
mailto:nursejama@att.net


Promotion Sunday 
Please bring your child to their regular Sunday School 
classroom on August 3rd.  If the children are set to be 
promoted to a new class, they will be taken to that new 
class that morning at 10 am. Parents, it would be 
wonderful for you to accompany your child to their new 
classroom and meet their new teacher.  Not everyone 
will be with a new teacher, but it is still a good 
opportunity to reintroduce yourself to your child’s 
teacher.  

THE CHURCH BELL                                                Page 5 

 
 

Sunday, July 13th 
(Last Sunday) 

Preschool – 4th Grade  
Psalm 150 

Bible Verses– Psalm 150 
Tweens 

Growing in faith (parable of 
the farmer) 

 
Sunday, July 20th 

(This Sunday) 
Preschool – 4th Grade  

Solomon’s Prayer 
Bible Verses– 1 Kings 2:1-4;3:1-28 

Tweens 
God’s Kingdom (parables of the mustard seed/yeast) 

 
Sunday, July 27th 

(Next Sunday) 
Preschool – 4th Grade  

The tax collector and the Pharisee 
Bible Verses—Luke 18:9-14 

Tweens 
Forgiveness (parable of the unforgiving servant) 

 

 Learn more at: 
 www.growproclaimserve.com 

What your children are learning? 

Fun filled days 
This group of kids are enjoying 
mornings filled with Bible stories, 
crafting and getting “tours” of the 
church.  This “fun in the summer” 
program happens again on July 
21st and 22nd.  Contact Denise 
Johns at 865-298-2921 for more 
details.  

Help wanted  

Children in Kindergarten 
through 2nd grade have 
chosen H.U.G.S. (Help 
us give shoes) for their 
summer project.   The 
organization was started by a young girl named 
Olivia.  With the help of many, many people around 
the country, H.U.G.S. has collected over 34,500 
pairs of shoes.  The shoes have been sent to people 
throughout the Appalachian mountains, the 
Dominican Republic, Uganda, Russia and various 
cities in the US.   

You can help by bring gently used or new shoes 
to the church from now through July 27th.  Just 

put them in the collection bin outside Room 110. 

A season of the Symphony! 
Tickets for the Knoxville Symphony’s 2014-2015 
season are on sale now (546-3766).  If you buy 
them now, the discount will almost be enough to pay 
for riding the bus from 1st UMC-Maryville, to and 
from the Tennessee Theater.  Bus tickets for the 
entire season are $100 per person.   
 
When buying your season tickets be sure and tell 
the sales person you will be riding the Maryville bus 
which leaves promptly at 6:30 on concert nights.  
Bus reservations can be made by calling John 
Steiner at 681-4033. 

The back to school swim party set for 

Sunday, July 27th has been canceled! 

Pizza party 
All children from birth through 6th grade, their siblings 
and parents are invited to a pizza party following the 
10:30 services on August 3rd from Noon until 2 pm.  at 
the friendship shelter.  This will be a time for fellowship, 
eating and games.   Please sign up online at 
www.1stchurch.org, fill out the form in the bulletin or 
contact Denise Johns at 268-2921 if you plan on coming. 
A head count is needed to see how much pizza to order! 
Please register by July 29th.  

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
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1st UMC Staff 

This week we gave a few questions to our new Senior 
Associate Pastor, Parker Benson in an effort for you to get to 

know him a little better.  In the next edition you will get Sarah’s answers to the questions. 
 

What are you looking forward to most about your move to Maryville? Being back in 
Tennessee and being near my family and working at Maryville First UMC.  Also exploring the 
area. 
 
Who are your favorite authors and why? My favorite book is the Bible.  When I was growing 
up my favorite author was Franklin W. Dixon.  I don’t necessarily have a favorite author today.  
I like C.S. Lewis, Ravi Zacharias, Martyn Lloyd Jones.  One of the best books I’ve read lately is 
Undaunted Courage by Stephen Ambrose.  What a great book.  Currently I’m reading Witness 
by Whittaker Chambers. 
 
What are your favorite movies and why? Cool Hand Luke is my favorite movie.  I named my 
first born son after that movie.  I like Paul Newman and I enjoy the individual, God-given 
freedoms, he represents in the movie.  Other movies I like are Lonely Are the Brave starring Kirk Douglas; Bridge on 
the River Kwai, oh, and Bette Davis movies.  I love Bette Davis.  For example: Hush, Hush, Sweet Charlotte; What 
Ever Happened to Baby Jane?; and Of Human Bondage are all excellent movies.  My wife and I enjoy old movies on 
Turner Classic Movies.  One more movie worth mentioning is The Blue Angel starring Marlene Dietrich.  It was filmed 
in both German and English, and is such a good movie. 
 

What are the first Bible Stories you remember hearing and where did you hear them? David and Goliath; Daniel 
in the Lion’s Den; and Joshua fit the battle of Jericho, Jericho…  Probably in Crab Orchard is where I first heard them – 
or maybe Jefferson City.  My mother read to us each night before we went to bed and those were the towns of my 
early years. 
 
When it comes to potluck dinners what do you usually bring and what food do you most look forward to 
having? I don’t bring food to potluck dinners (although I would if I was supposed to but I don’t know what that would 
be).  I love potluck dinners and I enjoy looking at it all as much as eating it.  Churches are full of good cooks.  Nothing 
is really my favorite.  I eat anything but beets. 
 
Where is the furthest place you’ve traveled and why did you go there? Okinawa.  I was sent there by the U.S. 
Navy.  I was in the Seabees actually.  You may have heard of us.  I was an EO which stands for equipment operator.  
There are two kinds of people in the Navy: Seabees and those who wish they were Seabees.  And there are two kinds 
of Seabees: EOs and those who wish they were EOs. 
 
What do you remember most about your wedding day?  
My lovely wife Carol whom I dearly love.  Apart from Christ, she 
is the best thing that ever happened to me.  We got married in a 
fever, hotter than a pepper sprout.  In 1983 we both graduated 
from UT in Knoxville and Carol went to Johnson City to teach 
school and I went to Dalton, Georgia to do the same.  It was the 
longest year of our lives and when school let out for the summer 
Carol came to Georgia to marry me and teach school.  We got 
married on a bright sunny day in August, 1984 in Ringgold, 
Georgia. 
 

Describe your experience at the first church you served.  
It was a wonderful experience at Union Point UMC in Dalton, 
Georgia.  I asked, “Who leads the singing?”  They said, “Well, 
the preacher’s been doing it.”  I said, “Who teaches Sunday 
School?”  They said, “Well, the preacher’s been doing it.”  I said, 
“Who cleans the church and mows the yard?”  They said, “Well, 
the preacher’s been doing it.”  I ended up doing all those things 
until we grew a little bit and I was able to hand them off to 
someone else.  The first job I handed off was leading the singing.  
I was horrible and was so embarrassed by it all.  But I did it. 

Getting to know Parker Benson… 

    All e-mails end with @fumc-maryville.org                     
unless otherwise  noted.                   

            Phone: 865-982-1273 

 

Staff Member   Email                    Extension 
Catherine Nance  cnance           111                               
Parker Benson pbenson                                 106                                
Sarah Slack sslack                                     107                                                             
Chris Lee clee          116 
Mark Blodgett  mblodgett           103                              
Clayton Hensley chensley          100                                                  
Terry Wilson  sacmusic           109                             
Susan Daves  sdaves           110                                                            
Denise Johns  djohns           113                              
Jane Sanders  jsanders           101                          
Stephen Nelson             1stumyouth@gmail.com         202                                                                                                   
Amelia Geis ameliageis@yahoo.com                                        
Dwain Pesterfield  DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
 
Paul Brown Sherri Justice Bryan Holder 
 

Website: www.1stchurch.org 

Parker and his wife Carol 

http://www.1stchurch.org


Sunday, July 20, 2014 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
  9:15 AM  Speaker from South Sudan, Wesley Hall 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
11:45 AM  CMAT, 116 
11:45 AM  Outreach Meeting, 214 
  6:00 PM  Youth, 152 
 
Monday, July 21, 2014 
10:00 AM  Book Club, 213 
10:00 AM  Fun In the Summer, 110  
  7:00 PM  Recovery Steering Committee, 214 
 
Tuesday, July 22, 2014 
10:00 AM  Fun In the Summer, 110 
11:00 AM  Lunch for 60 plus, 215 
   6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall  
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
   7:00 PM  Pickle Ball, Asbury Hall 
 
Wednesday, July 23, 2014 
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
       6:30 PM  Worship, Asbury Hall         
       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned rooms) 
    7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249 
 
Thursday, July 24, 2014 
   5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
 
Saturday, July 26, 2014 
  9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 

        HAPPENING AT  

Sunday commitments for Sunday 7/20/14 

Prepare for Worship 
Genesis 28:10-19a 
Psalm 139:1-12,23-24 
(UMH 854) 
Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 
 
Staff on call:  
Please contact  
Catherine  (660-2082) 
or Parker (770-715-5743) 
 
Kids Own Worship 
Pre-school 
Kirt & Julie Lowe 
Elementary 
Brent & Whitney Roberts 
 
 
 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory 

 Mitchell & Gail Flynn 
 Don & Cathy Watson 
  

 10:30 The Crossing 

 Barbara & Roger Campbell 
Lori Strait 
  

 10:30 Traditional 

Chip & Summer Webb 
Larry Ladd 
 
Acolytes 
Sophia Shepherd 
Ashten Nickerson 
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Sunday, July 27, 2014 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional,  
   6:00 PM  Youth, 152 
 
Monday, July 28, 2014 
  7:00 PM  Church Council, 254 
 
 Tuesday, July 29, 2014 
11:00 AM  Tuesday Lunch for 60+, 215 
  6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
  7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury 
 
Wednesday, July 30, 2014 
 Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
       6:30 PM  Worship, Asbury Hall 
       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned rooms) 
       7:00 PM  Young Adult Trivia, Barley’s 
 
Thursday, July 31, 2014 
   5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
 
Friday, August 1, 2014 
10:00 AM  Craft Weekend, Wesley Hall 
 
Saturday,  August 2, 2014 
   9;00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
 10:00 AM  Craft Weekend, Wesley Hall 
 

Prepare for Worship 
Genesis 29:15-28 
Psalm 105:1-11,45b            
(UMH 828)           
Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 
 
 
Staff on call:  
Please contact  
Catherine  (660-2082) 
or Parker (770-715-5743) 
 
Kids Own Worship 
Pre-school 
Mark & Shana Dowlen 
Elementary 
Mike & Janell Nocton 
 
 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory 

      Mike & Cookie Crowson 
      Don & Cathy Watson 
 

 10:30 The Crossing  

     Maria & Brett Coulter    
                      Family 
      Tim & Trish Badgett 
 
    
10:30 Traditional 
     Ron & Carol Werker 
     Betsy Halliday    
 
Acolytes 
Elizabeth Giffin 
Anna Henneke 

Sunday commitments for Sunday 7/27//14 
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